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3asiBiIeHHe

Ha ocnoBanum wuHctpykumu HKIO HKBJI o mnopsnke
perucTpauu penuruo3Hbpix O-B M BBLAAYM Pa3peIlEHUH Ha CO3bIB
c'e3sla TaKOBBIX, OITyOIMKOoBaHHON B «KomyHucrte» 22-ro ceHTsa0ps
1923 r. Ne222, mpocum 3apeructpupoBaTh O-Bo Bo uMs cB. Credann
LEPKBHU, IJI 4Ero, COIVIACHO YNOMSIHYTOM MHCTPYKIMHU, HAacTOALIEe
3asBlIEHHE TOJAeTCsd B TpeX OHK3eMIULIpax KaKIbl U IMpPH HEM
MpujlaraeTcsl Takke B 3-X dK3eMInisapax Kaxneni: 1) IIpotokon
cobpanus uwieHoB HaszBaHHOro O-Ba 1923 1. 2) NpUHATHIA 3THM
cobpanuem ycraB O-Ba; 3) cnucok wieHoB O-Ba; 4) CIIHCOK YJICHOB
CoBera 1 cBaIeHHOCTY X uTenei O-Ba.

Hactosmiee 3asBrneHne co BceMH NPUIOKEHUSIMU MPEICTaBUTH
OJIMH PK3EMIUIIp C HaANKMChIO Ha HEM O peructpauuu O-Ba oOpaTHO
HOJIY4YUTh M BOOOLIEe, Bce (HOPMAIBHOCTH KaKU€ TOJIBKO JUIA
peructpauuu norpedyeTcs HCIOIHHUTH, mopydaeM uineHam CoBeTa
rpaxJaHam.

Hacrosrens uepksu - [Ipor. Tep-Caaxk.”

UnieHbI COBETA ...ccvvveeeeeeieenneen. MapyTtoB Mecpon MapkapoBuu

Xynanos JlaBun (56 030mbgds 3530l babgaro, B3gbo sBGom,
Wby  ogml  go@LIBo; 9O 0z0mbgds  sbgzg  T9gLodg
b9oldmad[geol Lobgwo s 335M0 — 4.b).

Yeras O0uiectBa

.............................. Apwmsiackolt Xpuctuanckoid Bo uMsa Credana
1epkBu T. 'opu

Iopuiickoro yesznaa Tudmucckoit rydepaun

. 33960 56 030mbgds, B3960 sDMHOM vbEs 0yml bobsbosbE0; 56 030mbgds Sbg3zg dgmdy
bgolidmdfgmol bsbgwo s 33560 — .b.
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I. leap OGmIeCTBA.

§1. Xpuctmanckoe OOmeEcTBO ApPMSIHCKOH ATOCTOIBCKOM
nepkBu B npenenax Cos. Corm. PecmyOmuku I'py3uu mMmeeT menbio
00’eIMHEHUS. BEPYIOIIUX MPUYUCICHHBIX K MPUXOMY LEPKBH, IS
YAOBJIETBOPEHUS CBOMX PEIUTHO3HBIX OTPEOHOCTEH 1O MpaBHiIaM 1
KaHOHaM €UHON ApMsHCKOU ArmocTonbcKoit LIEPKBHU,
Bosrnasisiemol BepxoueiM Ilatpumapxom — Karomukocom Bcex
apMssH B OJumuamsuHe. O-BO TMONHTHYECKHMMH BOMPOCAMH HE
3aHUMAETCH.

II. IIpaBa O6uecTBA.

§2. C aroit nenpto OOIIECTBO: a) cCOOMpaeTCsl HA YCTaHOBJICHHBIE
Mo KaHOHaM U o0psmamM ApmsHCKOH Amocronbekoir  llepkBu
OOTOCIYKEHUSI M TPUCYTCTBYeT Ha MPOMOBEASX PETUTHO3HO-
HPaBCTBEHHOTO XapakTepa, 0) yIpaBIseT MePKOBHBIM HMYIIECTBOM,
MOJTy4YeHHBIM I10 JOTOBOPY OT Mcrmonkoma, B) 3aKIIOYaeT CHEIKU
YaCTHO-IIPABOr0 XapaKTepa, CBA3aHHbIC C Y IPaBICHUEM LIEPKOBHOTO
WMYIIECTBA, T) YIaCTBYET B C’€3[1aX BCEX apMSHCKUX PETMTHO3HBIX
O-B, 1) wu30upaeT CBSMECHHO CIYXXUTENEeH Ui COBEPIUCHHUS
PEIUTHO3HBIX OOpSI0B, COTITACHO KaHOHaM ApwmsiHckor Llepksu, e)
Hexp. BLIK 13-ro uronst 1923 rona, 3) vMeeT mpH LEpKBaxX XOPOBbIE
00’eTMHEHUs] A7l COBMECTHOTO OOY4YEHHS IyXOBHOW MY3BIKE H
nernto. (ITocranosnenune BIIK 13-ro urons 1923 roma).

Ipumeyanne: /1 yCHEIIHOTO OCYIIECTBICHHS O3HAYEHHBIX
menel, KaKIOoe pEeNUrHo3HOe OOIecTBO apMsIHCKOW —IepKBU
HAaXOAWTCS B OOLIEHMM CO BCEMH AapMAHCKMMHU II€pKOBHBIMU
oOmiecT-Bamu B mpenenax Poccuiickoit deneparuBHoii PecryOnukwy,
MMCIOIMA OJWHAKOBBIA yCTaB, omoOpeHHBIH Karammkocom Bcex
apMsIH.
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III. CoctaB O0mecTBa.

§3. Unenamu oOriecTBa MOTYT OBITh TpaKaaHe o0OEro moia, B
TOM 4YHCIIE U HECOBEPIIEHHOJETHHE, NMPUHSBIINE CB. KPEIIEHHE 10
yiuHy ApMsHCKOM Amocronbckoil llepkBu, u  mpHU3HaIomue
rnaBeHcTBO BepxoBHoro [latpuapxa-KaTonunkoca Bcex apMsiH.

Ipumeuanue: [IpaBomoyrsiMu uneHamMu O-Ba CUMTAIOTCS JIHIIA
oboero nosna ¢ 18-Tu 1eTHATO BO3pacTa.

§4. 3aunmcneHue B wieHbl O-Ba MNPOU3BOJUTCS LEPKOBHBIM
CoBeToM 10 Mojjade MMICEMEHHOTO 3asiBJIICHHS 10 001IIeit hopme.

§5. BoiObiTHE w3 uymcna uwiceHoB O-Ba MPOU3BOJUTCS 10
MICHMEHHOMY 3asiBIICHUIO BHIOBIBAIOIIETO WJIM O ITOCTAHOBIIEHHUIO
2/3 wamuyHoro wumciaa wieHoB O-Ba MO COuckaM W 1O
MTOCTAHOBIICHUIO EMapXHAaIbHBIX [IEPKOBHBIX OPTaHOB.

§6. Crimckm wieHOB O-Ba €XKErogHO MpencTaBisiorces B OTaern
VOpaBieHus ~................... HCIIOIKOMA.

IV. CpencrBa Ob6urectBa.

§7. CpeactBa  O-Ba  COCTAaBIISIIOT: a)  J10OpOBOJBHBIE
MOKEPTBOBAaHUS  HATYpOH, [HEHIaMd W  AParoleHHOCTIMH,
cobupaembie wieHamMu O-Ba, WIM €ro YINOJIHOMOYCHHBIMH, O)
MOCTYIUIEHUSI OT TPOJNAXH CBeUel W KpyKeYHOro cOopa, B)
JOOPOBOJIBHBIC TIOCTYIUICHHS OT TYXOBHBIX TpeO, A) H0OPOBOJIBHEIC
YIIEHCKUE B3HOCHI.

§8. IlpmHamnexamme O-By CYMMBI YIOTPEOJISIIOTCS TUTS
OCYILECTBICHUS Ieled ykazaHHbIX B §2: a) Ha oxazanwme
MaTepUaNBHON MOMOIIM B HEW HYXJAIONUMCS, KaK WieHaM, TaK U
MIOCTOPOHHUM, B OCOOCHHOCTH TIPU CTHUXUUHBIX W HAPOJHBIX
OencTBUSAX, 0) Ha TMOKPBITUE PACXOJIOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C OO0JIaJaHHEM
IIEPKOBHBIM HMMYIIECTBOM, B) JJISI TIOKPBITHS PAacXOJOB Ha CO3BIB

" 37396380 9600 Lo@Ygs 3odMGHMZ00s—y.b.
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Bceepoccuiickux u  EnmapxuanbHbIX  C’€370B  NpeacTaBUTENEH
ApMSHCKUX  IIGpKBEH, T) Ha  TMOKPBITHE  eHapXHaIbHBIX
00IIeTIepKOBHBIX HYXI, 1) Ha COJIepKaHUe TIPUYTa EPKBU U APYTUX
CIY>KUTENEH U €) Ha KaHIesIpckue pacxosl LlepkoBaoro CoBera.

V. ¥Ynpasiaenue gesamu O-a.

§9. Bce Bompockl Bo3HHKaromuye B ku3HU O-Ba, pa3perraiTcs Ha
o0mmx coOpanmsx O-Ba OTKPBITBIM TOJOCOBAaHHEM IPOCTHIM
OOBITTHCTBOM TOJIOCOB, 3a HCKITIOYCHUEM CITyJaeB,
npexycMoTpeHHBIX B §§5, 14 n 19 Ycrasa O-Ba.

IMpumeuanue: IlouMeHHBIE TOJIOCOBAHUS TPOBOJATCS Ha
coOpaHMsIX TIPH 3asiBICHHA HE MeHee 3-X JIMI[ MPUCYTCTBYIOIINX
YJICHOB.

§10. McnomHUTENHHBIM OpPTaHOM OOIIEro COOpaHus IPHXOXKaH
sisiercst  [Ipuxoackoit CoBeT, coCTOSIIIMA U3 S5-TU JIMI U3
Hactositens mepkBu, 4-X UIEHOB, W 2-X KaHIUAATOB K HHM,
n30UpaeMbIX Ha 00IIeM cOOpaHUK CPOKOB Ha 1 ro.

[pumeuanne: Ynenamu npuxonackoro CoBera MOTYT OBITH JIHIIA
oboero mona.

§11. Ilpuxomckuii CoBeT yTBepKOaeTci enapXuaJbHbIM
HavanpHrKOM, KOTOPOMY TOJUIEKHUT HAOIIOJCHHE M KOHTPOJb Hal
nestensHOCThIO [Ipuxoncknx CoBETOB emapXuu.

§12. Ilpuxonckoe CobOpaHume co3bIBacTcs B TOA pa3 I
CIyIIaHWS OT4YeTa H JeATeNbHOCTH mpuxoackoro Cosera,
BBIOOPOB; B MCKIIIOUMTENBHBIX CIydasX CO3BIBAETCS Ype3BbIUaiiHOE
obmiee cobpanue.

§13. [puxonckoe CobpaHue n3dupacT peBu3MoHHYI0 Komuccuro
u3 3-X JMI A7 PeBU3UM OTYETOB M JesTenbHocTH [lpmxopckoro
Cogera.

§14. IlpuxomckoMy coOOpaHUIO TPUHAMICKHUT IIPaBO BEIOOPA,
MIPUTIJIANICHAS U YJAICHUS CBSIICHHOCTYXUTENEH MPH COOM0ICHUN
nmonayn Ooyiee MOJOBHHBI T'OJIOCOB BCEX IMPABOCIIOCOOHBIX UJICHOB
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nmanHoro O-Ba C TOCHEIYIONINM TIOCBSAIICHUEM H YTBEPKICHHUEM
EnapxuansHpiM HauansHukoM.

VL. Jeaerarckux C’e3nax Peauruo3nnix O-B.

§15. J[enerarckuii c’e3n penuruos3Heix O-B  co3bIBaeTcs
EnapxuanbubiM  HavalbHUKOM, KOTOPBIA C CBOEM CTOPOHBI
mpeajiaraeT Ha oOCYXXIEHHE C’e37a BOIPOCH O TEKYIIMX HYXKIaxX
eTapXHH.

§16. VcnomHWTENbHBIM OpraHoM EmapxwmambHOTO C’e31a
spisercs EmapxuaneHbiii  CoBeT, KOTOPBI mpeayaraet Ha
o0cyXxneHne ¢’e3-1a TOANIHBIN OTYET O CBOCH NeITeITLHOCTH.

§17. C’e3n m3bmpaer Emapxuansubii CoBer m HauampHuka
enapxuu cpokoM Ha 4 roga. [locranoBnenne 06 n3bpannu Enapxu-
anpHOTO HawanmpHuKa BocXomuT Ha yTBepkIeHHe KaTtammkoca Bcex
apMsiH.

VII. llopsinoxk U3menenus ¥Ycrasa O-Ba.

§18. VYcraB o3HadyeHHoro O-Ba MOXET OBITh H3MCHCH: a)
ykazaausaM C’e3ma  apMsSHCKHX penurno3Heix O-B B ['pysum,
yTBepxkaeHHOT0 MecTHhiM Otnenom  YnpasieHus, 0) oOmMM
coOpanneM paHHoro O-Ba MO TPENJIOKEHUIO €ro UWICHOB H
MNPUHATOMY  OOJIB-ITMHCTBOM TOJOCOB JTaHHOTO COOpaHUsA C
MOCIEAYIONMM yTBepxkaeHueM ero Otaenom YmpaBieHUs ry0. win
obmacTH. McronkoMa 1 B) TIO TIPEUIOKEHHUIO TIOUIEKAIINX OPTraHOB
roCy1apCTBEHHOU BIAaCTH.

VIII. opsiaok 3akpeiTus O-Ba.

§109. O-Bo 3aKpBIBACTCS: a) o IMOCTaHOBJICHHUIO
COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO TYOSpPHCK. WM oOyiacTH. Mcmonkoma m 6) 110
MOCTaHOBJICHUIO 00I1Iero coopanus wieHoB O-Ba.

§20. B cmydae 3akpeiTusi OOIIeCTBA BCE HMYIIECTBO,
HaxozsIeecs B monb3oBanny O-Ba Bo3Bpariaercss MecTHOMy CoBeTy
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110 MHBEHTAPHOH ONHUCHU CIIEIHAILHO yIOJIHOMOYEHHBIM H30paHHBIM
171 HeTO JTMKBHIALIMOHHBIM coOpaHueM O-Ba.

Dpumeuanune: W3 wumymectBa, ykazaHHoro B  §20-oM,
HCKIIIOYAlOTCSl  MPEAMETHl  0CO00  CBSIMICHHOTO 3HAYCHUs, HE
HMEIOIHe MaTepuaabHOW IEHHOCTH, Kak To: CB. aHTUMHHCHI, CB.
napsl 3amacHele, CB.MUpPO, yacTuIbl CB. MOIIEH M T.I. CBSAIIEHHbIE
IpEA-MEeTHl APMSHO-LIEPKOBHOTO IIOYUTAHUS, KAKOBBIC IPEAMETHI
HepeIaloTCsl B PaclopsHKEHHE eNapXHaibHbIX OPTaHOB.

Hacrosarens nepksu Ilpor. Tep-Caaxk.......... :

UiteHBI COBETA ...oevvveeveeeieennennn MapyTtoB Mecpon MapkapoBuu
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BsaMeH CKOHYABIIETOCH ..." ............ cBamenHuku. Caaka Tep-
MuHa-caHIa nopy4yeHu cBAmeHHUKY Ermme Barany Bpemenno
OTIIPOBJIATH BCe IlepKOBHBIe TpeObl ['opuiickoil apMAHCKOTO Hace-
JIeHWUs JO BbIOOpa HA3BaHHBIM OOIIECTBOM CBOETO CIGCTBEHHOTO
CBAIIEHHWKA II0 KaHOHAM apMAHCKOM aIlOCTOJbCKOM IIEPKBU H

COTJIACHO HOBOM yCTaBy IIPM3HAHHOMY II€HTPaJIbHOM BIaCThIO.
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B HacTosmee BpeMsa OfZHU M3 NMPeOMBAHUIIUX CBALIEHHUKOB B
T'opu nperou epeit Caax XaxaHdH He IPUHAAJIEXAT U H IPUHAT -
JIeKUT IITaTy Top. 'opu 1 BCleCTBHE CTAapOCTH HAXOZUTCA B OTC-
TaBKe, a Apyroi cBaueHHUK OBcenn CupubeksH U36paH IPUTOBO-
poM apMsHCKoOro HacesjeHus cejneHus [loccu u corimacHo Xoza-
TaliCTBy MEeCTHOTO 0JarOYMHHOTO COBETa, MHOIO IIOCBSAIIEH B CBA-
IMeHHUKU M YTBepXkJeH Ha BakarHOM mTaTe Jlocca a moromy
00s3aH aTIIPaBUTCA HA MECTO CBOETO Ha3sHAYeHMA K CBOEMY IIpH-
X0y, a He ocTaBaTcA B ['opy U3 TUYHEIX BBITOJ,

Ceamennuky Erume BaraHy mopydeHa Tak:ke MHOTO TOYHOe
ucnionHeHrve JlekpeToM M UHCTPYyKIuel IeHTPaJIbHOH BJIACTU
IIpelyCMOTPEHHBIX IIPaBHJI O PeTHCTPAallUM BCeX K MOMEHTY
W3JaHUA HA3BAaHHOTO JeKpeTa GAaKTUIeCKUX CYIIeCTBYIOIIUX
APMSHCKUX LEPKOB. ........ Topuiickoro yesza.

s opraHM3anUM PerucTpalliy BCeX IIeHTPaJbHEeH BJIACTHIO
clleaHO Ciefylolllee LMPKyJIIpHOe PacIOpsbKeHHe TII0 Bcei
I'pysun: He IpemsATCTBOBATH CE3BIBY OOIIUX COOpaHU BEPYIOIUX
IJIA PeTUCTPALlMOHHBIX IleJIel, KOJI. COOOIIeHO MHe Jepe3 MOero
IIpe/ICTaBUTeIA IOBEPEeHHOTO.

Coobmass 060 BceM 5TOM A BIIONHe yBepeH, uTo ['opmiickumii
VcronkoM, Kak MeCTHHI IpeACTaBUTeNh paboue-KpeCTTHCKOTO
IIPaBUTENIBCTBA, OyZeT HACTOANIM BBIPA3UTEIeM BOJU IIPOCTOTO
JIIOZIa OKa3uBasg O CBOEH CTOPOHEI MOeMY IIpe/CTABUTEIIO CBALIeH-
HuKy Erume BaTAHy Bce 3akOHHUe COBeMCTBUSA K UCIIOJHEHUIO Ha
HeTrOo BO3JIOKEHHBIX OOIECTBEHHBIX 00A3aHHOCTEH, BYaCTHOCTH B

ormpaBke cpaumeHHuka OBcena Cupubeksuuzna cenenus Joecu

- 3530m@™300o - .b.
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Ha MeCTO CBOEro Ha3HAaYeHUA K CBOeMY IIPUXOJY BO HCIOJHEHHe
BOJIM KpecTaH cenenus Jloec.

Enapxuanpusiit Hauansuuk Enuckon I'eopru®
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Giorgi Sosiashvili
The Orthodox Church and Religious Minorities in
Shida Kartli Region in the I Quarter of the XX Century

The Georgian society occurred in a difficult situation after
establishing the Bolshevik authority in 1921. The country was under
a terrible repression. The Georgian church, that was not in an
enviable situation in the period of the democratic republic, occurred
in more unendurable conditions. The Bolsheviks closed many acting
churches. Most of them were robbed. Numerous valuable things
were destroyed after this barbarous attack. The Bolsheviks were
chasing ecclesiastic persons. Who were forced to leave churches, or
they would not be given lands and their families would starve. The
Bolsheviks closed not only the Orthodox churches, but also churches
of other religions. They closed the Catholic, Gregorian and Jewish
chapels as well. The churchgoers were deprived ecclesiastic
property. Soon the government compromised. The reasons were the
letters sent by different regions of Georgia addressed to the central
authority. They begged the government to open those churches again
and return the deprived property. The Bolsheviks allowed
churchgoers to establish religious societies and returned part of those
property. The establishment of religious societies was regulated by a
special instructions which had some restrictions, for example,
propaganda of ideas against the Soviets during sermons. The
Bolshevik terror influenced not only the Orthodox church, but also
different religious minorities. Still the authority continued its total
control on the church.

25" of February, 1921 is the beginning of the hardest epoch in the
history of Georgia. Epoch is not quite appropriate for this period as
the annexation of the independent Democratic Republic of Georgia
and encroaching of Georgian state system were the beginning of the
darkest times which had lasted for some ten-years and greatly
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influenced on Georgian perception. Georgia missed the natural way
of its development. Sharp outlines of aspiration of Georgian State for
Europe appeared in the existence of Georgian Democratic Republic.
After the death of independent Georgian Republic, our country
missed European way of civilization and its space or a long time.
“The new life” began in the country. The Bolshevik Governments
started governing of the country very actively. Establishing of
occupational regime in Georgia was considered in the Soviet
Historiography as the Mensheviks’ changes which had been caused
by workers’ rebellion. Though, obviously it was an annexation of the
independent country. Georgian society had turned out into the
hardest situation since the establishing of the Bolshevik regime. The
red terror began and it entirely covered the country. Noble families
and educated society were the subjects to repression. Different point
of view was persecuted, properties became nationalized. That part of
the population who did not share the Bolsheviks’ ideas was
physically annihilated or exiled. The Bolsheviks started a terrible
struggle against the counter-revolutionary groups. False accusations
were fabricated for a person or a group of people very often and this
was followed by ruthless repressions. Executive Committees were
founded and they ordered to persecute the people with different
points of view in villages. The Bolsheviks started to confiscate rich
peasants’ properties by the local activists’ encouragement and they
made them kulaks. It should be underlined that the confiscated
peasants addressed not only to the local Government but the
governers of the republic itself for asking to protect humans’ rights,
but everything was in vain. The Government distributed the
properties belonging to kulaks to the activists of the Bolshevik Party
in order to please the devoted crowd of Kremlin. The government
confiscated even houses. Their terror influenced on each spheres of
society lives. The Bolshevizm include political life and education or
culture as well. New Government took a revenge on the Orthodox
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Church with a special cruelty. Approximately more than thousand
churches were closed in Georgia in the twenties of the XX century.
1350 churches had been active in our country by that time where
1700 priests, 1527 monks and 280 nuns activated. Their number
reduced up to some tens. The Revolutionary Committee established
No 22™ decree on the 15" of April, 1921. In its 14™ and 15™
paragraphs was mentioned: “None of religious society has a right to
own any kind of properties. They are not regarded juridical persons,
all their properties belong to people”. This became the basis for the
Bolsheviks to robber orthodox churches and cathedrals. The process
included all of Georgia. Catholikos-Patriarch Ambrosi made a
speech during his Enthronement at Svetitskhoveli 14™ September,
1921. He clearly expressed the attitude of government of that time to
the church:” The heaviness of being Catholikos-Patriarch? But each
of us is aware of the heaviness and difficulty of doing one’s duty.
Especially this unbearable time, when Government hates religion,
when unfaithfulness is widely spread and it is a shame to reveal
one’s religion.” The problem, which Patriarch had spoken about, was
not casual. The Bolsheviks began persecuting ecclesiastics together
with closing churches. Catholikos-Patriarch Ambrosi Khelaia
addressed to Genoa conference about this problem in 1922. Twenty-
nine countries and five English dominions participated in this forum.
Patriarch described the terrible situation arranged by the Bolsheviks
in his addressing. The letter dealt with the hardest and unbearable
situation of Georgian society and the Orthodox Church.
Catholikos-Patriarch did not cease exposing of the Bolsheviks’
activities after Genoa conference. It is worth underlining that the
government imprisoned Patriarch very soon after this conference.
Other representatives of Georgian Church were subjects to repression
as well. Kouts, who was the General Secretary of the Committee of
the Working Class “Hands Away from the Soviet Union” in
England, met Catholikos-patriarch 29" July, 1923. The foreign guest
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arrived as a traveller in the Soviet Russia. He propaganded the Soviet
Russia in the West. Catholikos-Patriarch frankly told Kouts: “I am
not caring of myself. I am worrying about our faithful nation, church
and ecclesiastics actually. Innocent members of the Catholikos
Council have been torturing for seven months in Prison because of
me and Central Managing Apparatus has been destroyed. This
troubles me and makes me feel fidget”...

The company, which began against churches, became hysterical.
The Bolsheviks with the help of forming “The Union of Atheists”
declared a merciless struggle against the orthodox religion and
ecclesiastics, which caused a great indignation of society.
Repressions towards ecclesiastics got so severe that refused
themselves to serve. They took off their cassocks themselves.
Shaving of priests became in fashion, they did it by their own hands
in order to avoid of terror from the government. The Bolsheviks
refused to give pieces of lands to the priests living in villages. This
meant their starvation, that’s why they made themselves give up
services and address to the local Executive Committees about it. The
documents stored at Gori Archive confirm that Gori Executive
Committee managed furious struggles for closing of churches and
discrediting of ecclesiastics.

Letters used to be sent from Local Executive Committee to
Regional Executive Committee. They concern with the fact that there
were no churches left unclosed in 1923. The parish of the abolished
churches expressed their indignation towards the Bolshevik
government. The government “compromised” in order to avoid
believers’ indignation. Council of People’s Commissar of Georgia
addressed with a special declaration to the Executive Committees of
Apkhazia, South Osetia and Achara Autonomies in August 1923.
The Bolshevik Government warned everybody to cease persecuting
of religion, which caused contra results and ordered them to activate
in other ways. It is mentioned in the declaration: “The Council of
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People’s Commissars explained that a successful struggle against
low class superstitious people is possible and it only will be carried
out through a long and diligent ideological education and the leaders
of this struggle must be a successful working class with the help of
their political, professional, cultural and other abilities.” Persecuting
of the Orthodox Church and ecclesiastics exposed long century
Georgian architectural monuments and valuable properties, which
were protected in the cathedrals, and they fell into the activists’
hands of the Bolshevik regime. The Bolshevik Government came to
the decision to establish a special committee of ancient art
monuments. This committee included the following: Representatives
of some departments, among them were: People’s Commissar of
Internal Affairs Al. Gegechkori, People’s Commissar of Education
L. Kandelaki and People’s Commissar of Justice V. Vardzieli. This
Committee sent a special addression to the Chieves of the Regional
Executive Committees and the Chieves of autonomy units.
According to this addressing, it seems that the Bolshevik
Government paid an important attention to the old properties in
Georgia in order not to sacrifice monuments of history and art to
struggling against churches. The Committee divided cathedrals into
some categories: “All architectural monuments existing on the
territory of Georgia are divided into three categories:

a) Monuments which are destroyed but still keep a significant
scientific values with their scripts and architectural forms;

b) Monuments with valuable treasure which still firmly stand and
where services are held or have been held recently;

¢) Monuments which are non-valuable with heir architecture but
still contain valuable treasure. The monuments belonging to the first
two categories must be listed, kept and protected properly for the
history and culture therefore, they must not be repaired or used for
other purposes until the question of establishing of local historical
museums is finally solved.”
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Thus, no repairing, no reconstructing or using them for any other
purposes is impossible or strictly prohibited until the rules of local
historical museums become clear. Church things protected at
churches were divided into some categories by the Government
initiative. As for the treasure kept at the cathedrals, three kinds as
well:

a) Collection of smithery art: icons, crosses and etc.;

b) Things of knitting art;

¢) Old manuscripts with different contents;

The treasure belonging to the first two categories is divided into
two parts according to its valuability;

a) Valuable hand-made things of historical work of art,
ornamented with precious stones and inscriptions;

b) The treasure carrying only material values. It is very important
and necessary to inventory all kinds of properties kept at the
abolished churches and monasteries in spite of their valuabilities;

Inventoring of these properties must be carried out by the
members of responsible local Executive Committees with the help of
professionals”.

Establishing of local historical museums was planned by the
Government initiative and they would have been opened at the
cathedrals of the second category which we have already mentioned
about or at the places of special destinations. The treasure belonging
to the third category churches, had to be transferred to the second
category ones where they would be protected from fire and other
kinds of danger. Two arrangements were planned in order to
inventory and keep old things. The first of them was inventoring of
church things y the representatives of the Executive Committees and
professionals and the second one, was transferring of these things to
the newly established museums. The second category church-
monasteries would be turned into museums after their proper
studying. The act of the enlisted items had to be sent to the People’s
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Education Committee, which would forward the mentioned items to
the Emergency Committee of protecting the ancient art monuments.
Representatives of Local Executive Committee sent Simon Janashia
to Shida Kartli for studying the properties of churches and
monasteries existed in Shida Kartli. At first, this committee selected
a scientist-expert Akaki Shanidze in charge of this business and
Simon Janashia was appointed as his consultant, but later Simon
Janashia was sent to Shida Kartli only as an attorney of the Special
Committee of Protecting Monuments of Art.

After studying antiquities in Shida Kartli, Simon Janashia
presented his reporting to the local Government. He recommended
them to protect and care of the cathedrals carrying historical
importance.

Gori Executive Committee handed different kinds of church
things carrying historical values from Simon Janashia and they
were transmitted to the State Museum later. The resolution
accepted by the People's Commissariat of the Soviet Socialist
Republic of Georgia 23rd November, 1923, confirmed the
following: "1. All the properties of the abolished churches were
transmitted at the disposal of Local Executive Committee; 2. The
treasure carrying historical importance will be protected at the
Museum of People's Education; 3. All other kinds of properties
can be used by the Local Executive Committees for peasants' needs".

The parish of abolished church-monasteries could not get
used to the attitude of the Bolshevik Government towards
religion easily. Believers addressed to the Government with their
advertisements and applied for reopening of closed churches. Asa
result of the fact, a decree of the Government was published in
"The Comunist"(Ne222) in 1923, which gave believers an opportunity
to found religious societies. They started collecting signatures
through the circular of the Government and a lot of religious
societies were established. We can read in the Government
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Resolution: “An instruction on the permission of registration of
religious societies and conducting congresses by them.”

l. To the civilians of the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Georgia, according to the decree of the Executive Committee of
the Soviet Central Republic of Georgia, which was accepted 7th
July, 1923/"rule of establishing and registrating of the society
unions which do not make any benefits ("The Communist",
Nel65), have aright to found religious and ecclesiastic societies and
they will be given necessary buildings and properties in order to
conduct religious services.

Note: Representatives of religious societies or the members
of already existing parish, will receive a church/a house for
services and properties free of charge according to the 21st
paragraph of the decree accepted in April 15, 1921 by the
Revolutionary Government of the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Georgia and by the contract of the Local Executive Committee.
The copy of this contract is enclosed this document;

2. Above mentioned religious and ecclesiastic societies must be
registered according to the rule which is pointed in this instruction;

3. Due to the decree established by the Soviet Central Executive
Committee of Georgia, July 7, 1923, no religious societies has a
right to start functioning without their registration in the
department of the Executive Committee of regions or towns;

4. Citizens whose aim is to establish a religious society are to
present the document about registration together with their
advertisement (three copies), to the managing department: a)a
report of the meetings of establishing a society; b) a regulation of
the society; c) a list of its constituents, it must include the
following: 1. Their surnames, names and patronic names; 2) a place
of living and address; 3) marital status; 4) social and working status
since 1914; 5) what kind of social class did he/she belong to
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before the revolution? 6) property conditions; 7) when did he/she
join this religious society;8) stamp duty of the setting amount.

5. A religious society has to present a document of
advertisement to the People's Committee of Internal Affairs
(three copies): a) regulations of the society; b) list of the
members of the society and its Executive Department which must
be formed according to point "G" paragraph 3rd of this
instruction; C) list of ecclesiastics and other authorities according
to the point "G", paragraph 3rd.

Note: The parish or society must have their regulations
which must be formed according to this instruction;

6. A responsible department of management must refuse a
newly established society about the registration if: 1) the number
of its members or founders is less than 300 comparing with the
inhabitants there; 2) the regulations of the religious society which
is presented to be registered and if its aims and activities are against
the constitution of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia and its
legislation;

Note: The area which is not inhabited with much population,
the number of society members may be less, but it must not be less
than fifty.

7. If there is no obstacle concerning with registration, the
department of management gives to the society a copy of
regulations and the seal where its registration is confirmed.

8. That religious society which has not been registered since
establishing of this resolution in three months period, will be
considered abolished;

9. Societies having just the same confession are allowed to
conduct local or all Georgia congresses according to the decree of
the Soviet Central Executive Committee of Georgia, 7th July,
1923/"The Communist", Ne165/ and according to the instruction
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of the People's Commissar of the Internal Affairs, 17th
July,1923/"The Communist" Ne2170/.

10. Local and all Georgia congresses of religious society can
select executive departments: the information about them must be
presented to the People’s Commissariat of the Internal Affairs
according to the “G” paragraph.

11. Congresses of religious societies and their selected
executive departments have no rights for: 1) establishing any
forced rents; 2) possessing religious properties or receive such
properties by contract; 3) forming any kinds of contracts or
arrangements;

12. People's Commissariat of the Internal Affairs and local
departments must control activities and congresses of the religious
societies and their organizations;

13. Each kind of religious society is submitted to the regulations
about private societies and unions. But it is different from them
with the feature that it is not a juridical person and hasno right of
possessing any properties;

14. Each kind of religious societies are equal according to their
rights and obligations and non of them profits by anything or
any kind of aids either from the Government or its local and
autonomous institutions;

15. Members of religious societies or their representatives can
collect some donations in order to pay taxis for heating,
protecting and keeping their properties and for repairing religious
buildings;

16. Though, a religious society has no rights as a juridical person
and possessions, but still they are allowed to form such contracts
concerning with using of religious properties. For example, to form
contracts on renting choristers,collecting books, buying woods and
etc.
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Note: They are not allowed to form contracts on trading or
for industrial purposes. Such as: renting of a factory producing
candles, printing houses for publishing religious literature and
etc.;

17. Citizens can appoint people who are intended to work for
these societies and representatives for external affairs in order to
implement resolutions of their meetings;

Note: List of people working for religious societies and other
authorities enclosed other information about them, must be
presented to the managerial department according to the third "G"
paragraph of this instruction.

18. Rule of closing religious societies is defined according to the
decree of the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet Georgia,
7th July,1923.

People's Commissar of Justice,l. Vardzieli

People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, Talakhadze

September, 1923, Tpilisi."

The Government confirmed the sample of regulations of
religious societies together with this resolution. Believers had to
fill in these regulations in case of establishing a religious society,
which wasto be confirmed by the Local Executive Committee.

After issuing this resolution an orthodox religious society
was established in Gori in September, 1923. On 20th of
December, 1923 believers gathered in Gori held a meeting of
religious society which drew out the regulation of the society
and members of the council had been elected. Alexandre
Alexandrovich Garsevanishvili was elected as chief of the meeting
and Niko Makharashvili and Anton Makalatia were elected as
members of the council of the perish. Archpriest Anton
Kasradze, priest loane Salaridze, priest Alexandre Tlashadze,
protodeacone Michael Gongladze and Jacob Egnatashvili joined
this council by the status of members of '"selective
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committee". Artashes Mesropovich Marutov, a representative
of Gori Executive Committee attended the meeting. 355
believers were members of the religious societies of Gori
cathedral church and the church of Dormation of st Mariam.
Anton Kasradze was elected as chief of the council of perish and
he was in charge of registrating of the regulation drawn up at the
meeting and presenting it to the local government. After the
registration of the religious society, the local Executive
Committee gave back the deprived ecclesiastic things to the
perish. Such societies were established in Doesi, Atotsi, Shindisi,
Khandaki, Khvedureti, Kaspi, Borjomi and Dirbi as well.

We mentioned about the repressions of ecclesiastics at the
beginning. The Government had two ways of discreditation of
ecclesiastics: 1. to influence psychologically on ecclesiastics in
order to make them refuse services themselves. On the contrary,
Government put them in unbearable situations. They were not
given a piece of land and ecclesiastics were remained without
any incomes. 2. to use forces against ecclesiastics. Activists who
were encouraged by the Bolsheviks, shaved priests and forced them
to refuse services. Terror was not only for low rank ecclesiastics. As
we have mentioned above, the Bolsheviks imprisoned even
Catholikos-Patriarch.

Violence against ecclesiastic leaders was continued during the next
years. Catholiko,s-Patriarch had to agree with local Government
about appointing of bishops of different eparchies. One of the
documents protecting at Gori archive describes this fact and
Catholikos-Patriarch ~ Kristepore (Tsitsk- ishvili) signs this
document: "To Gori Executive Committee, Bishop of Urbnis-
Matskveri Eparchy Simeon is not in charge of Bishop of this Eparchy
any more and he has been appointed to the position of Bishop of
Kutaisi-Genati Eparchy, and Bishop Ephrem is in charge of the
Bishop of Urbnis-Matskveri. We are informing Gori executive
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Committee about these changes". Catholikos-Patriarch of All
Georgia Kristephore (Tsitskishvili) 1930.

The Bolsheviks violently struggled against Armenian and catholik
churches as well. Jewish synagogues were abolished due to the
government resolution.

Gori Catholic church has rather a long past. According to the
certain notification Catholic missionaries settled in Gori in XV
century. A former colonel of Russian Army Rotie mentions in his
report which he sent to Vatican in 1819, that he had seen the
documents of purchasing houses by Catholic missionaries in Gori in
XV century.12

Appearing of Catholic missionaries, just Avgustinians in Gori
actively began at the end of the twenties in XVII century when a
Catholic monk Ambrosio Dush Santoshi transferred the holy relics of
the Queen Ketevani to Teimuraz I during his visit in Gori. Teimuraz
gifted Avgustinians a piece of land where Catholics built a
monastery and a house. Tiatinians’ activation deals with Gori in the
twenties of the XVII century as well. Accordingto the order of Pope
Urban VIII, congregation of the Propaganda of religion sent some
abbots in Georgia in 1627. Among them were: Pietro Avitable,
Franchesko Daprile and Jakomo De Stephano. Teatinians were
given a house and a church by the order of Teimuraz I. They were
very popular with their preaching and medical aids among the
population. Tiatinians built St. Peter's Cathedral in Gori which
was a very pleasant job for Pope. Caputsinian missionaries
activated in the II quarter of XVII century in Gori. Abbot
Justino Livornoeli was especially active. Armenian priests, who
lived in Gori, had captured the properties of Catholics that time.
Caputsinians demanded to give back their properties. Their
activation was rather productive as they managed to win lots of
society members over (among them were aristocrat families as
well). Although, caputsinians' successful activation did not
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continue for a long time. As Zhan Sharden informs us,their perish
and income were on decrease.

Conditions of Catholic Church got abruptly worse in the fifties
of the XVIII century. Catholic monks were confiscated and their
house and church were transferred to the Archbishop by the order
of Teimuraz II. Catholics of Gori used to gather in the
Zubalashvilis' house and conducted services there that time.
Chief Padre of Akhaltsikhe Aliozi sent Padre Giorgi Turaneli in
Gori in 1767 by the order of Erekle II. Catholics were given a
piece of land for building a church in Gori. Giorgi Turaneli was
moved in Tbilisi soon by the order of Erecle. Padre Andrea was
sent there instead of him. The church was competed by Padre
Marius who died in 1823 and was burried in front of the alter of the
church. The government closed catholic church in Gori in 1923.

“Procedeengs Ne27 of the session of the Presidium of Gori Region
Executive Committee, 22nd October, 1924. Comrades Siamashvili,
Badriashvili and S. Sakvarelidze attended the session. Chairman V.
Kurdadze, Secretary (is not readable). Issue the 17th. About the
Catholic church.

As Gori Region Executive Committee possesses confirmed
documents which assert that there is a pollution and the number of
perish is very short, besides this Padre Saparashviliis known with his
antirevolutionary activities, we demand for the People's Commissar
of the Internal Affairs that the mentioned chapel must be closed and
Padre Saparashvili must be banished from Georgia as an enemy of
the Soviet system.

As we mentioned above, these procedeengs bear the date 1924
and it refers to closing of catholic church, though according to
the other documents searched by us, it is asserted that the
Bolsheviks abolished the Catholic church in 1923. It is all confirmed
by the letter of Vatican delegate which is dated 16 September, 1923
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and is addressed to Alexandre (Sasha) Gegechkori, People's
Commissar of the Internal Affairs.

"To the Commissar of the Internal Affairs

Sasha Gegechkori in Thbilisi

Mr. Commissar!

We have already addressed to you twice about the Catholic

church in Gori which was abolished against the wish of perish and
they themselves complained about it in their common
advertisement. I had to travel for two months in Russia since then.
I hoped that the church would have been given back before my
arrival; but it did not happen and I am asking you again for
solving this problem and complete it in favour of the
Catholic believers of Gori.

Sincerely yours

Vatican delegate Adrianus Smetsy. September 16, 1923."

The letter of Vatican delegate was sent to the People's
Commissar of Justice of Georgia, General Procurator Vardzieli. The
document was signed by Talakhadze, the Depute of the People's
Commissar of the Internal Affairs. It is pointed out in the letter:

"Personally to the People's Commissar of Justice and General
Procurator of the Republic Comrade Vardzieli.

We are sending you the addression of the Procurator of East
Georgia dated September 15,1923 and the addression of the
delegate of the Catholic churches dated September 16,this year
Ne49, about opening of the Catholic churches in the village of
Dzlevijvari and the town of Gori. Enclosure: the correspondence
consists of five pages.

Deputy of the People's Commissar of the Internal Affairs
Talakhadze.

Chief of Common Department (the surname is
not readable) September, 1923"
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Konstantine Saparashvili, Arshpriest of Gori Catholic church had
addressed to the People's Commissar of the Internal Affairs
before the addression of the Vatican delegate. He had asked for
reopening of the abolished Catholic church and giving back the
household and ecclesiastic things in his letter.

Deputy of the People's Commissar of the Internal Affairs
Talakhadze sent K. Saparashvili's advertisement to the People's
Commissar of Justice of Georgia and General Procurator of the
Republic Vardzieli for discussion.

The Bolshevik Government of Georgian compromised in 1923,
September 22 as requests of believers all Georgia about the
rehabilitation of the abolished churches used to be sent very often.
Representatives of different confessions were permitted to found
and register religious societies. Believers of the Catholic religion
living in Gori addressed to Chief Gori Region Executive Committee
on reopening of the catholic church and giving back of
confiscated things. About 68 believers signed the advertisement.

On December 11, 1923 attorneys of Caring of Perish of the
Catholic church addressed to the Internal Management of the
Executive Committee of Gori Region by the following
advertisement:

"To the Internal Management of Gori Region Executive
Committee, Addressing of the Attorneys of Caring of Perish of
Catholic Church Accordingto the circular of the Government of All
Georgia, dated September 22nd, 1923, Caring establishes
registration of religious societies together with their members.

Members of Caring

Attorneys K. Gab. Saparashvili
N. Julabishvili

Gabo Chitashvili

Alexandre
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Zubalashvili
M.A Korkovidov, December 11,1923, Gori".

In order to register areligious society, it had to be consisted of at
least 50 believers due to the resolution of the Government which
was established September 22, 1923. It seems that the number of
Catholics beyond 18 in Gori was 150. They also lived in Khashuriand
Borjomi that time. The official notification confirms that
Konstantine Gabrielovich Saparashvili was named as the abbot of the
Catholic church. He was from Tbilisi and delivered classes at the
same time. Gori Catholic society held its session December 29, 1923.
The proceedings of this session informs:

“Proceedings of the session of Gori Catholic society, held
December 29, 1923.

Gori Catholic society session was held December 29, 1923, in
Gori, in the Saakadzes' estate. According to the permission of Gori
Executive Committee, December 27, 1923 Ne 10399, comrade
Devdariani, a representative of the Government attended the
session. He got introduced to the instructions of the Internal
Affairs, which were issued August 10, September 22 and December
20,1923. These instructions were about freedom of religion,
registration of religious societies and reopening of churches. The
resolution was about the following:

1. Thanks the Soviet Government for its permission to give
back closed churches and supporting the wish of Gori Catholic
society;

2. The society supports the idea of reopening the Catholic
church as it was not a supporter for its abolishing;

3. The society considers that it must take urgent measures of
establishing and rehabilitating of the Catholic society that is
outlined in the Decree of the Government. In order to carry these
measures out, the society selected its two attorneys except already
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existed their brothers - Nikoloz Nikolozovich Julabishvili and
Gabriela Alekseevich Chitashvili and the priest Konstantine
Gabrielovich Saparashvili. These two attorneys were Alexandre
Antonovich Zubalashvili and Mikhaka Alexeevich Korkovidovi.
The society asks them for giving back their Catholic church, its
properties and everything dealing with the religion and keep them
under their responsibility.

4. The society discussed the religious credo of Gori Catholic
perish, they adopted it unanimously and asked their attorneys for
signing it in the name of the society and present it to the local
Government. In case of any necessary changes of its paragraphs, it
would have been done according to the credo of the Catholic
church;

5.The society expressesits gratitude to the believers' registration
and carries it out according to the note of the sixth paragraph of
the circular of the Government, September 22, 1923. It confirms
already established and partly-signed registration for this reason;

Finally, Gori Catholic society hopes that the Local Executive
Committee will give back the Catholic church and satisfy a great
wish of the Catholic society due to the Government circular, the
local Executive Committee will give back the Catholic church to its
believers and the wish of Catholic perish will be satisfied. The
following signatures are below:

Instead of the chairman: Konstantine Gabrielovich
Saparashvili

Secretari: Alexandre Zubalashvili

Chairman of the Brotherhood: Gabo Chitashvili.”

In the credo of the Catholic believers those rights were
described which the Government gave to the believers of Catholic
society.

The Government was given the list of society authorities
together with the credo for registration, they were: Julabishvili
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Nikoloz  Nikolozovich, Chitashvili  Gabricla  Alexeevich,
Zubalashvili Alexandre Antonovich, Korkovidovi Mikhaka
Alexandrovich.

Gori executive Committee gave a stone-building in Gori for
conducting services and some confiscated ecclesiastic things to the
Catholic religious society on February 10, 1924. Besides that a
special memorandum was formed among the Catholic society and
the representative of Gori Executive Com- mittee S.
Tskhovrebashvili:

The memorandum is enclosed a list of ecclesiastic things as well:

"The list of the ecclesiastic things which were given to Gori
Catholic religious society from Tskhovrebashvili - Chief of Local
economy of Gori Region Executive Committee."

The Bolsheviks closed Armenian Gregorians’ chapel except
Catholic and Orthodox churches in Gori. It was worth mentioning
that the existence of the Armenian church in Gori is confirmed by
the documents of the XVI century. The Armenian ecclesiastics
living in Gori were free from different taxes by the Deed of Mercy
of Simon I. According to professor E. Mamistvalishvili there were
four Armenian churches in Gori in 1802: 1. Cathedral of our Virgin;
2. Cathedral of the Assumption of Virgin Mary; 3. St Stephan's
cathedral; 4. Cathedral of Christ Resuraction. Armenian churches
belonged to Akhpaty Eparchy. St Stephan's cathedral was ruined in
the I quarter of the XIX century according to professor E.
Mamistvalishvili's definition, as the researcher mentions, the
Armenian church is not pointed on the map issued in 1824.
Though, the documents belonged to the I quarter of the XX
century and refer to the Armenian believers, St Stephan's church is
mentioned. This church was in Tsereteli Street and as it seems it
was reconstructed.

On August 29, 1923 Armenians living in Gori addressed to the
Executive Internal Department and they demanded to reopen their
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closed church and to give back their belongings as well. Gori
Armenian believers after the receiving the permission of the
registration of religious societies, presented the credo of the
Armenian Gregorian religious society to Gori Region Executive
Committee for its confirmation in 1923.This credo was signed by the
archpriest of the church Ter-Saak Khakhaniantsi and the members of
the religious council: Mesrop Marutov, David Khudadovi and one
more member whose name and surname are not readable in the
document. After the confirmation of the credo some representatives
of the Gregorian church received a stone building existed in Gori
and ecclesiastic things for services from the Gori Region Executive
Committee on January 25 in 1924. They were received without any
payment and the period of their usage was limitless. All kinds of
propaganda against the Soviet system was prohibited at the Armenian
church. The Bolsheviks confiscated the chapels of Jewish living in
Kareli, Surami and Gori. It is known that Jewish had been living in
different parts of Georgia and in Shida Kartli as well, since the
ancient time. About 400 Jewish lived in Kareli during the XIX-XX
centuries, they had their rabin and possessed synagogue. They had lived
in Surami, Gori and Urbnisisince the ancient time as well.

S. Tskhovrebashvili, Chief of Internal Management Department
of Gori Region E xecutive Committee addressed to the Head of
the Executive Committee of Kareli Community in October,1923.
He asked them for informing him if it was possible to give back
the confiscated chapel to the Jewish in Kareli and if it was
impossible, then it would be confirmed why. On November 3,
1923, according to the resolution of the Commission of Religious
Affairs existed together with the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Georgia, Gori Executive Committee was
instructed to give back a synagogue to the Jewish living in Kareli
or to give them a chance to have a chapel.
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November 20,1923 the Jewish of Gori asked Head of Internal
Management for having a right to gather at their chapel and
establish a religious society. Gori Jewish meeting was held on
November 25 in 1923 in Gori. The aim of this meeting to
establish Jewish religious society and to arrange a synagogue for
Jewish. The meeting selected a Presidium with its members: Ela
Atanelovi, Mordekh Davarashvili, Meme Koenishvili, Abraam
Magalovi, lokhai Krikheli. Gori Region Executive Committee and
Jewish religious society formed a contract. According to it 5.
Tskhovrebashvili, an attorney of Gori Region Executive
Committee, transferred them a building for religious services and
some necessary things free of charge and for an unlimited period
on January 17,1924. All kinds of propaganda which was against the
Soviet system was prohibited at the Jewis chapel. Mordekh
Davarashvili and Iokhai Krikheli received those ecclesiastic things
from S. Tskhovrebashvili, Chief of Internal Management of Gori
Region Executive Committee. Bene Krikheli who lived in Gori
was in charge of conducting religious services for the members
of the society. Giving back of synagogues for the Jewish in Gori
is confirmed by the one more document, it is an extract from
the minutes of the Commission of Ecclesiastic Affairs existing
with the Central Communist Party Committee of Georgia
December 11, 1924. As it seems, there were one of the questions of
giving back their chapels to the Orthodox, Catholic, Gregorian and
Jewish perish in Gori, Kareli and Surami. The Commission of the
Ecclesiastic Affairs instructed Gori Region Executive Committee to
satisfy the believers demands and give them back one church or one
building for conducting services.
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